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Translators’ Subjectivity Research of Daodegjing from the
Perspective of Paratexts. Taking Ames’ Translated
Version as an Example

YI Hongbo
( Department of Basic Courses, Anhui Technical College of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, Wuhu 241002 , China)

Abstract: The appropriate use of paratexts manifests translators’ subjectivity. Ames demonstrates
his subjectivity in the whole process of translating Daodejing. Before translating the main text,
Ames employs paratexts to illustrate the reasons and the purpose of retranslating Daodejing , the
choice of the original text, and the construction of the philosophical context; while translating, he
explicates the translation strategy of Chinese narrative, the construction of linguistic and cultural
contexts,and translators’ reader service awareness; after translating, he reoccurs the philosophical
context of Taoism and reveals translators’ translation habitus. Directed by translators’ subjectivity,
Ames employs paratexts to construct manifold contexts of classical Chinese philosophy ,in order to
improve readers’ understanding of Chinese philosophy and throw insights into the translation of
Chinese classics.

Key words : Daodejing ; paratext ; translators’ subjectivity ; Roger T. Ames
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