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Study on the Culture-Loaded Words in the English
Version of Tales of Hulan River from the Perspective
of Relevance Theory

LIU Jiexiu ,CHEN Yingying
( School of Foreign Languages, Northeast Petroleum University ,Daqing 163318, China)

Abstract . Based on relevance theory and semi-structured interviews,the study explores the source
and target language readers’ understanding of five kinds of culture-loaded words in the English
version of Tales of Hulan River by Howard Goldblatt to reveal whether optimal relevance has been
achieved. The results show that the communicative intentions in ecological and material culture-
loaded words obtained by target language readers and source language readers are generally
consistent, achieving the optimal relevance while the communicative intentions in social, religious
and language culture-loaded words are not consistent, failing to achieve the optimal relevance.

Key words :relevance theory ; Tales of Hulan River;culture-loaded words ; optimal relevance
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