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Aesthetic Culture Analysis of Mathematical Form of
3 in Yingzao Fashi of Song Dynasty

LIU Sijie

(School of Media & Communication, Wuhan Textile University , Wuhan 430073 , China)

Abstract; Based on interdisciplinary research methods, this paper uses statistical analysis and finds
that the number 3 is frequently used in contents of numerical value of area unit and length of timber,
size ,weights, and materials of the building components which are recorded in Yingzao Fashi( The
Treatise of Construction Methods) ,the official book about architecture in Song Dynasty. In addition,
trichotomy is also highly recorded and used in this book. This paper analyzes the ideological
connotation and cultural origins of this phenomenon from the perspectives of artistic aesthetics,
cultural traditions,,and philosophical thoughts, and discusses the high — frequency in usage of 3 in
Yingzao Fashi from three dimensions of aesthetic motivation, ritual motivation and philosophical
motivation.

Key words : Yingzao Fashi( The Treatise of Construction Methods) ;phenomenon of preference and

worship of 3;aesthetics of form;ritual culture ;philosophical spirit
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