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Loyal Betrayal. Research on the Translator’'s Ethics in
the Language Marketing of Imported Commaodities

FAN Jiqun ,ZHANG Qinging
( School of Foreign Languages , Huainan Normal University , Huainan 232038 ,China)

Abstract. The language marketing of imported commodities is a process of comparison,
competition and even conflict reconciliation for cultures of the importer and the exporter. The
cultural differences may give rise to confusion, discomfort, repulsion or even resistance among
consumers of the importing country. Translators in the language marketing of the imported
commodities are expected to meet the target consumers’demands, mitigate cultural differences and
secure the deal. In that process,odds are great that the translator might keep faithful to the target
language culture and betray the source language culture. The present research results on ethics of
the translator may prove too complex for the marketing of imported commodities. In the marketing
process of imported commodities, the translator’s betrayal can be categorized into three types:the
one based on morality ,the one on values and the one on communication. These three types result
from the translator’s efforts to safeguard his native culture and values, please the consumers and
facilitate communication and trade. In that sense,to the import itself and participants involved , the
translator’s betraying efforts can be deemed loyal and responsible.

Key words :import trade ; language marketing ;translators’ ethics ; loyalty ; betray
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