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A Discussion on Cultural Division of Traditional
Residential Areas in China

KANG Yongwei
( School of History Culture and Tourism,Jiangxi Normal University ,Nanchang 330022 , China)

Abstract:Based on the recognition elements of traditional building skills, appearance shapes, build-
ing materials, spatial functional layout and decoration, using GIS spatial overlaying and cluster a-
nalysis method,according to the county scale, Chinese traditional residential culture areas are ag-
gregated into six main classes,such as log buildings, courtyard , blockhouse , tents , roof-type , buried
type,and are further subdivided into 15 sub-types. Each type presents different differentiation pat-
tern. The differentiation of regional traditional dwellings is caused by regional environment, cli-
mate , wind direction, customs and taboos,as well as by social policies, immigration, dialects, eco-
nomic development and traffic conditions. The combined structure of influencing factors and the in-
teraction force have various forms in different areas.

Key words . traditional residence ;the division of residential culture ; genesis ; mechanism
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