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A Study on the Guidance of “Faithfulness, Expressiveness
and Elegance” Theory to the Translation of Chinese Classic
from the Perspective of Cross-Cultural Communication .
Taking Three English Versions of The Land of
Peach Blossom as an Example

LI Jiakun ,WANG Lanyu
(School of Foreign Languages, Shenyang Jianzhu University , Shenyang 110168, China)

Abstract; As a narrative prose prototype of Chinese classic, The Land of Peach Blossom has been
translated into many English versions. Three versions translated by Lin Yutang,Fang Chong and
Rick Davis are adopted in this paper as examples. Based on Yan Fu’s “Faithfulness , Expressiveness
and Elegance” theory, this paper mainly investigates the cross-cultural translation by analyzing
these three versions. The author hopes that this paper will be used as a source of reference to
“Faithfulness , Expressiveness and Elegance” theory in Chinese classic from the perspective of
cross-cultural communication.

Key words: The Land of Peach Blossom;Chinese classic; “ Faithfulness, Expressiveness and Ele-

gance” theory ; cross-cultural translation



