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A Study on Masculinites in A House for Mr. Biswas
from the Perspective of Consumerism

ZHANG Qicai'* ,WANG Tingting’
(1. School of Foreign Languages ,Nanjing University ,Nanjing 210023 China;2. School of Foreign Languages, Anhui University of Science
and Technology ,Huainan 232001 ,China;3. School of Foreign Languages, Huainan Normal University , Huainan 232038 , China)

Abstract:Based on a review of the studies on masculinities in Anglophone Caribbean and guided
by Connell’ s theory of hegemonic masculinity, this paper examines how the male character
reconstructs his masculinities with elements of consumption from the perspective of consumerism in
A House for Mr. Biswas which is set in the social background of colonialism. This paper probes the
positive role of consumption in the reconstruction of masculinities with the purpose of changing the
stereotypical mode of thinking which associates consumption with femininity.

Key words:A House for Mr. Biswas ;consumption ; masculinities ; reputation ; respectability
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