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Ritual Culture of Architectural Decorative Art in Yingzao Fashi

LIU Sijie

(School of Media & Communication, Wuhan Textile University , Wuhan 430073 , China)

Abstract . This paper makes interpretation and analysis about the decorative pattern and color of
Yingzao Fashi, points out that the intrinsic quality of Yingzao Fashi is the unification of
quintessence of Chinese ancient architecture and the ritual spirit in Chinese culture, as well the
intertwined political and ethical factors in traditional ritual culture. It explains the symbolic
meaning of color in Yingzao Fashi’ s record of color,and analyzes the political symbolic meaning
of dragon,phoenix, kylin, haechi, elephant, bear, fairy deer,and fairy horse in the book,as well as
ethical symbolic meaning of decorations such as pomegranate patterns , upapaduka-yoni, kylin, fish
mandarin duck,kaki calyx pattern, pattern of lock,and sheep.

Key words: Yingzao Fashi;architectural decorative art;ritual culture ;color ;pattern
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