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A Comparison between the Translations of Chinese and Foreign
University Mottos in the Context of the “Double First — Class
Initiative” ;a Case Study of Translating USTC Motto

ZHANG Jiuquan ,MENG Yan
( School of Foreign Languages , Huainan Normal University , Huainan 232038 ,China)

Abstract : This paper, with the motto of University of Science and Technology of China ( USTC)
as the study case,intends to make a comparison between the language features of Chinese and for-
eign university mottos,explores their linguistic bases from the perspective of “dynamic Chinese”
versus “static English” ,and summarizes four sentence patterns of foreign university mottos. Thus,
it will facilitate the English translation of university mottos,so as to promote the advancement of
the educational concepts and visibilities for China’s universities ,and also hope to provide some ref-
erence for translators aiming at the English translation of university mottos.

Key words : Double First-Class Initiative ; mottos ; universities ; comparison between translations



